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   5867 N. Main St.      Pastor Karen Ottjes            Website: www.uniondaleumc.com  
   P. O. Box 115     260-228-3634            E-mail : kottjes@gmail.com  

   Uniondale, IN 46791                      UniondaleUnitedMethodistChurch 
Sunday Worship Service – 9:00 a.m. Sunday School – 10:15 a.m. 

Messenger 
Uniondale United Methodist Church 

September - October 2020  
 

        

September and October 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

September 
 

6 – Mindi Herstad 
14 – Elaine McAfee 
24 – Kim & Sue Chaney 
30 – Gerry & Linda Houtz 
 
October 
18 – Linda Houtz 

      

 

Upcoming Events   

Monday, September 7 – Labor Day  
Friday, September 11 – Never Forget! 
Sunday, September 13 –  Communion Sunday 

Sunday School starts 
Sunday, September 20 –  Food Bank Sunday-bring your food items 
Sunday, September 27 – Kids Changing the World-bring your change 
Sunday, October 4 –   Communion Sunday 
Saturday, October 3 –  Faith Circle 9 AM-yet to be determined  
Sunday, October 18 –  Food Bank Sunday-bring your food items 
Sunday, October 25 –  Kids Changing the World-bring your change 
Saturday, October 31 – Trick or Treat-yet to be determined  
 
 

                      

**Don’t forget** 

* Save your pop tabs and can tabs for Riley’s Children’s 

Hospital. Collection can at the back of the church.  

* Save your change for Children Changing the World on the 

last Sunday of each month. 

* To sign up for CHURCH DUTIES on sheets at back table.  

  

 

  



2 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Word from Our Pastor 

 We had hoped and prayed that by this time things would be back to something close to what we 
consider normal after the COVID-19 virus pandemic.  While we are getting back to a little more 
openness and flexibility in other areas of life, the future is still uncertain. Will another jump in illness 
cases lead to some steps back into tighter regulations on our gathering and traveling? Will we experience 
another shutdown? One thing that helps people to keep a positive outlook on life is to look beyond our 
personal circumstances and remember there are others nearby who have greater needs than we do. Most 
people get along better through the warm sunny weather seasons than when it starts getting colder and 
days are shorter. Each of us needs to participate in reaching out by phone or video call to those who  
live alone and need a listening ear, a word of hope and encouragement, some conversation, or some 
other kind of assistance we are able to provide for them.  

 Labor Day weekend is the traditional end of summer and the return to the school year schedule 
of activities for many clubs, sports and church activities. Most of the children and youth are already 
back in school – whether in the classroom, online, or some combination of the two, or even home 
schooling – for the vital learning they need. I am looking forward to getting back to our Sunday School 
schedule beginning on Sunday, September 13th. The Adult Class will move into the center section of 
the sanctuary so we can practice social distancing. Jim will be making coffee for those who would feel 
safe having some. We’ll take your input about having cookies. The youth and children’s classes will 
meet in their usual rooms with input from the parents and teachers about any needed changes due to the 
virus pandemic.  

 We are planning to have our first Celebration of the Lord’s Supper (communion) on Sunday, 
September 13th (second Sunday this time only). We will take extra measures to make it safe for us to 
participate using gloves when filling the disposable cups with juice and bread and spacing them apart 
in the trays and then hand sanitizer when we come forward to receive the elements. Let me know if you 
have any further suggestions for our procedure.  

 Another important thing for each of us to be praying about in the coming two months is the 
elections on Tuesday, November 3rd. This election season may be one of the most significant in our 
nation in decades. As Christians we are responsible to know about the candidates and vote in the election 
so that those elected will be the best of the candidates we have to choose from. As Paul wrote, “Let 
every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God and 
those that exist have been instituted by God. (ESV) … For the one in authority is God’s servant for your 
good. (NIV)” Romans 13:1, 4  

Shalom, Pastor Karen  <>< 
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**Please remember** 

 
Betty Cary 
200 Caylor Blvd. Apt. #120HC 
Bluffton, IN  46714 
 
Barb Cook  
100 Caylor Blvd. Apt. #100 
Bluffton, IN 46714 
 
Gary Cook 
Markle Health & Rehabilitation 
170 N. Tracy Street 
Markle, IN 46770 
 
Jeanette Gilbert 
Golden Apple Unit  
Christian Care 
720 East Dustman Rd. 
Bluffton, IN 46714 
Or Mail to: c/o Jill Martin 
2172 E US 224 
Ossian, IN  46777  
 
Margaret Hasler 
37446 Carson 
Farmington Hills, MI 48331 
 
 
 

 

Committee News 
Trustees 
Thanks to all who are keeping the grass cut, sidewalks clear of cut grass 
and tree branches and the weeds under control. At the most recent 
Church Council meeting, the Council approved making needed repairs 
to both front doors as well making modifications such that “panic bars” 
will be installed on each front door.  This will allow locking the doors 
during church service, Sunday school, meetings, etc.          

  
                           

 

 

 

 
 

Treasure’s Report  
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What does the Bible mean by "peace"?

 
The word shalom is Hebrew for peace and describes harmony between humanity and all of God's good creation. Photo by RÜŞTÜ 
BOZKUŞ, courtesy of Pixabay.  

The Hebrew word we translate as peace is “shalom.” The way “shalom” is used does not mean to feel calm nor 
the absence of conflict. Instead shalom, peace, is the result of right relationships with God, one another, and with 
creation. The concept of peace is wholeness in all of life.  

The United Methodist Council of Bishops, in their 1986 statement “In Defense of Creation,” described the biblical 
foundation of peace:  

“At the heart of the Old Testament is the testimony to shalom, that marvelous Hebrew word that means peace. But 
the peace that is shalom is not negative or one-dimensional. It is much more than the absence of war. Shalom is 
positive peace: harmony, wholeness, health, and well-being in all human relationships. It is the natural state of 
humanity as birthed by God. It is harmony between humanity and all of God’s good creation. All of creation is 
interrelated. Every creature, every element, every force of nature participates in the whole of creation. If any person 
is denied shalom, all are thereby diminished.” (Peace with Justice Sunday and Special Offering, 2016 Book of 
Resolutions)  

In the New Testament, Paul begins his letters, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” The bishops explained, “Paul’s letters announce that Jesus Christ is “our peace.” It is Christ who “broke 
down the barrier of hatred that divided us,” creating one humanity, overcoming enmity, so making peace 
(Ephesians 2:14-19).” 

United Methodists recognize that “God’s earth is aching for peace. Domestic strife, interpersonal violence and 
abuse, civil conflict, ethnic and racial clashes, religious schism and interfaith rivalry, terrorist attacks, wars 
between nations, and threatened use of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons—all of these prevent us from 
achieving God’s shalom.”  

“The Bible makes justice the inseparable companion of peace (Isaiah 32:17; James 3:18). Both point to right and 
sustainable relationships in human society, the vitality of our connections with the earth, the well-being and 
integrity of creation. To conceive peace apart from justice is to compromise the hope that justice and peace shall 
embrace (Psalm 85:10).” 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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(Continued from Page 4) 

What will peace look like? When there is peace, no one goes hungry. When there is peace, no one is abandoned 
to fend for themselves. When there is peace, we support each other’s thriving. When there is peace, differences 
are celebrated as gifts for the good of all. When there is peace, no external threats (though there may be some) 
prevent us from living the fullest lives we can. When there is peace, there is also every ground for joy. 

When we pray for peace and offer one another the peace of Christ, we become channels of God’s never-ending 
peace that reorders the world toward wholeness. 

When we act in the spirit of Christ, we can “sow love where there is hatred, can dispense pardon where there is 
injury, can cast light where there is darkness. As instruments of peace and justice, we can seek to replace discord 
with harmony and to repair the brokenness that shatters the wholeness of shalom.”  

Paul’s letters offer assurance that peace is not something we have to wait for in some yet to be determined future. 
Peace is being poured out on us by God right now. The bishops remind us, “No matter how bad things are, God’s 
creative work continues. Christ’s resurrection assures us that death and destruction do not have the last word. Paul 
taught that through Jesus Christ, God offers redemption to all of creation and reconciles all things, ‘whether on 
earth or in heaven’ (Colossians 1:20). God’s Spirit is always and everywhere at work in the world fighting poverty, 
restoring health, renewing creation, and reconciling peoples.”  

Have questions? Ask The UMC or talk with a pastor near you. And check out other recent Q&As. 

This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist Communications. 
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