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Upcoming Events
Saturday, September 17 – UUMC in “Ossian Days” Parade 5 p.m.
September and October
Birthdays and Anniversaries

September
6 – Mindi Herstad
8 – Brielle Kellam
12 – Suzanne Kellam
14 – Elaine McAfee
15 – Devin Evans
16 – Mary Cook
24 – Kim & Sue Chaney
30 – Gerry & Linda Houtz

Tuesday, September 20 – UUMC in Bluffton Street Fair
Parade 7 p.m.
Sunday, October 2 – Communion
– Sunday School kick-off
Sunday, October 9 – UUMC “Homecoming Sunday” 9 a.m.
Dinner to follow service in church basement
Monday, October 31 – Trunk or Treat
Sunday, November 13 – Chili Cook-off after church

October
18 – Linda Houtz
**Don’t forget**
* Save your pop tabs and can tabs for Riley’s Children’s
Hospital. Collection can at the back of the church.
* Save your change for Children Changing the World every 3rd
Sunday

Happy Fall!

* Cut out your “Box Tops for Education”
* To sign up for CHURCH DUTIES on sheets at back table.
1

It’s time to celebrate………

Past…

“Our 100 years”

Present…

1916-2016

Future…
Schedule of Events:

Saturday, September 17 – Ossian Days Parade – UUMC will participate with a float (line up at Ossian Town
Hall 4:30 – 4:45 p.m. Parade starts @ 5 p.m.) Don’t forget to wear your new church shirts.
Tuesday, September 20 – Bluffton Street Fair Parade – UUMC will participate with a float (line up is on Main
St. approx. 6:45 p.m. - parade starts at 7 p.m.) Don’t forget to wear your new church shirts.
Sunday, October 9 – Homecoming Sunday 9:00 a.m. – Special worship service inviting former members and
pastors with dinner to follow in church basement. Special music and sharing of your memories and stories
about the church.
Fellowship time 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Celebration dinner 11:30 a.m. in the basement. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to stay and eat
together. Menu is Swiss Steak, Red Potatoes, Green Beans, Rolls & Butter. Children’s menu is Chicken Strips,
Mac and Cheese, Green Beans, Rolls & Butter.

The 23rd Psalm
The Lord is my Shepherd – That’s Relationship!
I shall not want – That’s Supply!
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures – That’s Rest!
He leadeth me beside the still waters – That’s Refreshment!
He restoreth my soul – That’s Healing!
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness – That’s Guidance!
For His name sake – That’s Purpose!
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death – That’s Testing!
I will fear no evil – That’s Protection!
For Thou art with me – That’s Faithfulness!
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me – That’s Discipline!
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies – That’s Hope!
Thou annointest my head with oil - That’s Consecration!
My cup runneth over – That’s Abundance!
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life – That’s Blessing!
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord – That’s Security!
Forever – That’s Eternity!
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Submitted by Sharon Espich

**Please remember:

Committee News
Missions and Ministries –
The Wells County Cluster Churches are collecting new or nearly new
winter coats for school children, K - 12, to be distributed at Wells
County schools. Please bring to church by September 25.
• Trunk or Treat will be on Monday, October 31, 2016
• Chili Cook-off will be on Sunday, November 13, 2016 after Sunday
School
Faith Circle –
Faith Circle will be meeting on November 12, at 1:00 p.m. Location to
be determined.
Please remember that our UUMC Centennial Cookbooks are still
available for purchase at $6.00 each. Please call Mindi at 260-7582303, or Connie at 260-750-0745 to order and arrange to pick up
your cookbooks. They make wonderful gifts for family and friends!
They are beautiful, soft cover, spiral-bound books with 150 recipes,
church history with photo, and many cooking tips. Faith Circle
collected recipes, both old and new, from former and current church
members and their families. If you would like one shipped to your
home, please send $6.00, plus $3.50 for shipping costs, to Uniondale
United Methodist Church, Cookbooks, P. O. Box 115, Uniondale, IN
46791. Please include your name and return address.

Mary Etta Blessing
3890 W. Oak Rd.
Bluffton, IN 46714
Lura Burke
Ossian Health & Rehabilitation
215 Davis Rd.
Ossian, IN 46777
Betty Cary
300 Caylor Blvd. Apt.#200
Bluffton, IN 46714
Barb Cook
100 Caylor Blvd. Apt. #100
Bluffton, IN 46714
Jeanette Gilbert
100 Caylor Blvd. Apt. #115
Bluffton, IN 46714
Mrs. Doris Emley
300 Caylor Blvd. Apt. #214
Bluffton, IN 46714
Margaret Hasler
37446 Carson
Farmington Hills, MI 48331
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How to Impress Your New Bishop
An “E-pistle” from Bishop Michael Coyner

Now that we know the assignment of the new bishop for Indiana (Bishop Julius Trimble), I have had some
people ask me for the list which I shared at the “Our Life Together” retreat for clergy earlier this year which I
entitled: How to Impress Your New Bishop. I am glad to share that list again, especially since only clergy saw it,
but first let me say some things about Bishop Trimble.
I have known Julius Trimble since before he was elected a bishop in 2008, but of course during these past eight
years we have been colleagues on the North Central Jurisdiction College of Bishops and the global Council of
Bishops of our UMC. I am proud to say he is a friend as well as a colleague, so I am very pleased to welcome
him to Indiana. Here are some things I know about Bishop Trimble: he is a writer (his latest book is entitled “A
Faithful Church and a Healthy World”), he even writes poetry, he has a great sense of humor, he is personable,
he is an excellent and powerful preacher, he loves the Lord and the loves our UMC (even if he – like all of us –
has concerns about our UMC, he loves the UMC). He is a hard worker, and he is a faithful friend. Indiana is
going to enjoy getting to know Bishop and Mrs. Trimble.
Now for my list of “how to impress your new bishop” (written obviously before I knew the identity of our new
bishop):
HOW TO IMPRESS YOUR NEW BISHOP:
•maintain high ethical standards and avoid even the appearance of misconduct
•pay your conference tithe and district asking in full
•lead your church to make disciples and to be outwardly-focused in mission to your community and to the
world
•develop your own personal growth plan and follow it
•support whatever new initiatives the bishop brings for mission and ministry
•don't tell too many stories about the way we used to do things pray for and care for the new bishop and
family
THE GOOD THING ABOUT HAVING A NEW BISHOP:
•that person will not know you, so you get a fresh start in making a good impression (some of you need that
because impressions get stale)
•that person will be able to look with "new eyes" at the Indiana Conference (which is a real gift if we all accept
it)
•that person will bring new ideas
•that person will have a different style
•that person will be ask us good questions and force us to re-think why we do what we do, rather than simply
keep doing the same routine
Transitions are often the times that God is able to get our attention, to speak to us, and to have us listen. So I
welcome the opportunity to have Bishop Trimble assume the leadership of our Indiana Conference on
September 1st, and I hope you do, too.
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Dear Church family,
I found this devotion and wanted to share. We have been praying and planning for our Centennial Celebration
for months and it has been a wonderful year. I am so blessed and honored to be working with an amazing
committee and a church body who is willing and eager to join and support our activities.
God is so faithful. He moved and encouraged the congregation from the past and He will continue to strengthen
this church body for the future. God has big plans for this church and we need to heed His call. Thanks again
for everyone’s love and support!!!
Pastor Troy and Mindy

Sunday, May 18, 2014

(this devotion was written for another church in 2014)

On this Sunday on which we observe the centennial of the Sanctuary of Fourth Presbyterian Church,
we share these words by John Timothy Stone, Pastor of Fourth Church in May 1914, which he preached during
the service to dedicate the Sanctuary
Scripture Reading: Matthew 16:16–18
Simon Peter answered and said, “Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered and said unto him, “…And upon this rock will I build my church.”
Reflection
... The greatness of God is like the greatness of the great mountains. When you and I were children, we climbed
yonder hill, and we thought we had reached the very climax of height, as far as we knew anything about
climbing a height. We stood on that little hill, looking about us as if we had accomplished something
marvelous, and it was marvelous to us.
… But do we, in our childlike fancy, remain upon that hill? Do we not reach out and as we reach out climb
higher and higher until, no longer satisfied with the scene, we look on even greater heights and greater heights?
Weak is the child and weak is the man who, having climbed, begins to remember visions and pictures, to build
their own permanent establishment that they have created, for that which they have attained may be their
immediate limitation rather than the great vision of that which is yet in the plan of God for them.
… Oh, men and women, let us not then limit the definition of our God and the definition of the Son by the
limitations of those who are only the hill-climbers and are not willing to see into the distant horizon and beyond
and over the mountain into a living faith.
…The reality of this great truth goes so deep … and is so far-reaching and so long that its length is divine and
its breadth includes the whole great world and its need.
Prayer
Almighty and eternal God, our Father in heaven, we ask that thy Holy Spirit may abide with us and teach us the
things which pertain to thee. Oh may our sons and daughters and coming generations in this house bow before
thee Sabbath after Sabbath, even as those who honor the name of Jesus Christ and have found him the living
foundation of truth and the one “altogether lovely.” Consecrate this, thy house, as we dedicate it to thee.
We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Children’s Page
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