Uniondale United Methodist Church
Messenger
5857 N. Main St. P. O. Box 115 Uniondale, IN 46791
Pastor Troy Drayer
December 2014
260-543-2256
Website: www.uniondaleumc.com
E-mail: uniondaleumc@hotmail.com
Sunday Worship Service – 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School – 10:15 a.m.

Upcoming Events
Sunday, February 1 – Communion Sunday
Saturday, February 7 – Faith Circle 1:00 p.m.

February

Saturday, February 14 – Happy Valentine’s Day!
Sunday, February 15 – Food Bank Collection

Birthdays and
Anniversaries
14 – Jason Horne
17 – Hannah Kellam
17 – Clarence McAfee

Friday, February 20 – March Newsletter items deadline
Sunday, March 1 – Communion
Sunday, March 15 – Education Committee meeting following S.S.

Need a refrigerator?
There is a refrigerator in the basement furnace room that we
would like to have removed so if anyone is interested please
contact Larry McAfee. It is in working order but needs to be
cleaned.
The mind grows by taking in;
The heart grows by giving out.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Don’t forget to save your pop tabs and can tabs. Collection can
at the back of the church.
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“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our
message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it
clearly, as I should. Be wise I the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”
Colossians 4:2-5
Prayer is not a normal part of the life of the natural man. We hear it said that a person’s life will suffer if he
doesn’t pray, but I question that. What will suffer is the life of the Son of God in him, which is nourished not by
food, but by prayer. When a person is born again from above, the life of the Son of God is born in him, and he can
either starve or nourish that life. Prayer is the way that the life of God in us is nourished. Our common ideas
regarding prayer are not found in the New Testament. We look upon prayer simply as a means of getting things for
ourselves, but the biblical purpose of prayer is that we may get to know God Himself.
To say that “prayer changes things” is not as close to the truth as saying, “Prayer changes me and then I change
things.” God has established things so that prayer, on the basis of redemption, changes the way a person looks at
things. Prayer is not a matter of changing things externally, but one of working miracles in a person’s inner nature.
Hello,
I don’t really do New Year’s Resolutions, but I do need to improve my prayer life in 2015.
I found the above devotional on prayer and was really moved about the realization that
prayer doesn’t change things……it changes me. I had a great friend who shared her
prayer card with me and I want to share mine with you. Sometimes I get overwhelmed
with knowing who and what to pray about so this card can organize my prayer time.
This is just an idea and you might already have a great way to talk to God.
God Bless,
Mindy ☺

Prayer Card
Daily: Troy, Amanda, Bryan, Natalie, Isabella, Daisy, Abby, Suzanne, Ryan, Hannah
Our marriage and God’s direction for our ministry.
Monday
Mom
Kathy
Ron
Half-brothers:
Tracey, Todd
and Tracey

Parents

Tuesday
Mike
Bridget
Jeremy
Emily

Wednesday
Tim
Shelley
Joe
Diane and girls

Thursday
Matt
Melanie
Leslie
Brian

Siblings and
Family

Andrew
Kari
Tracy
Todd
Carson
Siblings and
Family

Lynae
Ava
Leah
Shaylynn
Keenan
Siblings and
Family

Friday
Church Family
White’s
IAB
Someone I
need to forgive

Saturday
Worship
Service

Sunday
Personal/
Spiritual Needs

Uniondale
community

Prayer
concerns from
prayer time.
Better health

Kamie
Barry

7 Days without prayer makes 1 weak
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To My Dear Church Family,
It was Dec. 1990 when the trustees asked me to be
custodian of our church. I signed a contract then.
When I could no longer do the job, Elaine took over
completely. I guess you could say that this is the end
of an era for our family.
I thank you so much for the lovely gift – a nice
remembrance for that special time for me – taking
care of the church home I love so much.
Now that “old broom” is passed again – to Jennifer
Cook and Tonia Evans. They will do a great job!
P.S. – yes, then it was the trustees who did the hiring!
Love, Mary Etta

We have been working hard learning the last couple of months. The
students continue to amaze us with how smart they are becoming!
Thank you for all the prayers and support during our Christmas
Program in December although we didn't break the attendance
record we sure came close (there is always next year right?) :) The
students had so much fun after the play decorating cookies in the
basement. We also had a gift exchange at our class party; let's face it
who doesn't like gift :) During our party we asked the students "Why
do we celebrate Christmas" thinking to myself I hope they remember
what we had been talking about all December about the birth of
Jesus and not get wrapped up in the festivities, almost everyone at
the same time said bc its JESUS' BIRTHDAY!!!! Yahooo....they are
listening even if sometimes they pretend not to! Christmas break was
nice for everyone, and what we thought would be jumping back into
our routine, was put on hold due to winter making an appearance
(pray with me that this is the only snow we get sorry Tonia)! We will
be having parent/teacher conferences soon, and looking ahead to
March/April will have our annual fundraiser, this year we will be
hosting a spaghetti dinner fundraiser here at church and selling
tickets as well as a bake sale, and free will donations :) Please plan to
attend and enjoy a night of dinner on us with some fun and
fellowship! Next week IBEP student will jump back into our learning
groove and push forward with learning more letters, numbers,
shapes, colors and life skills that will prepare them for kindergarten.

Please remember:
Mary Etta Blessing
3890 W. Oak Rd.
Bluffton, IN 46714
Bernie & Lura Burke
3505 E. 800 N.
Ossian, IN 46777
Betty Cary
300 Caylor Blvd. Apt.#200
Bluffton, IN 46714
Barb Cook
300 Caylor Blvd. Apt. #100
Bluffton, IN 46714
Jeanette Gilbert
100 Caylor Blvd. Apt. #115
Bluffton, IN 46714
Opal Gilbert
Christian Care Retirement Comm.
720 E. Dustman Rd.
Bluffton, IN 46714
Margaret Hassler
37446 Carson
Farmington Hills, MI 48331

Thank you to everyone for your prayers and support, it helps more
than you will ever know!
Blessing and Love in 2015
Jennifer & Charlie
& Kamdyn, Lilly, John, Addilynn, Skyler, Kaylee, Rinoa, Reagan, Mali,
Trevyn, and Michael
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I Need a Fresh Start

a devotional by Lara Casey
Submitted by Amanda Drayer

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!" 2 Corinthians
5:17 (NIV)
As a personal trainer years ago, January was always an exciting month. People packed the gym, energy soared
and hope flowed like water. This was a fresh new start. Great things were ahead!
Then, come February 1 … you know where this is going. I’ve been right there too, making progress on some
goals then weeks later, getting bogged down by inner shame: I failed. I can’t do this. I am not enough. I messed
up — all hope is lost!
There is nothing magical about January 1st and no matter what you’ve done or not done, great things are
ahead with God. The best is yet to come. Every day we are given the opportunity to be made new in Christ, not
by our might but by our surrender. As Paul reveals in our key verse: "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!" (2 Corinthians 5:17).
I need that truth written on a Post-it Note and plastered to my forehead every day.
As a toddler mama, wife, business owner and friend, I mess up a lot. We need new starts around here like we
need daily food and clean diapers. I try to control just about everything: naptimes, schedules and my to-do lists.
When things begin getting out of control and I feel Madame Overwhelmed creeping up behind me, I think back
to a cold day one November when things started to change.
I was so afraid to let go. I was afraid of more pain. I was afraid my life would never be the same.
But I soon realized that the tighter I held the reins of control, the more intense the pain became. The day my
daughter Grace was born, I learned a life-altering truth: my need for control was holding life back.
Perhaps your roadblocks aren’t roadblocks at all, but rather new beginnings in disguise. Perhaps your missteps
are actually opportunities for growth, greater closeness with God or a nudge to take a leap of faith.
In order for a seed to sprout, the outer casing first has to fall away, or surrender, in order for new life to come.
The same is true with our lives. We must let go a little — or sometimes a lot — for our new start to be revealed.
As Paul says in Philippians 3:13b-14, "Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus" (NIV).
My middle school English teacher had the words "This too shall pass" permanently painted on her classroom
bulletin board. (And am I grateful that the awkward days of perming my already-curly hair did pass!) While those
words on the chalkboard didn’t originate from the Bible, they do reveal some truth. This life and everything in it
will pass away, but God’s love never changes. Our new start can’t be found in more money, more business,
more fun, more stuff or more visits to the gym. Our new start is found only in Him.
Lord, I have found myself overwhelmed at times, trying to do it all. I am so grateful You’re in control so I don’t
have to be! Thank You for Your radical grace that makes all things new. Help me see my failures and mistakes
as You see them: opportunities to draw closer to You. Help me find my worth and identity only in You, not in my
accomplishments and not in my missteps. I love You Lord. I want to be closer to You, always sure of the fresh
start I have been given because of Your sacrifice! In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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"Mission Indiana"

An E-pistle from Bishop Mike

Our Extended Cabinet team of 14 District Superintendents, Directors and a couple of spouses has just returned
from our trip to Mission Guatemala. That ministry is led by Rev. Tom Heaton, a clergy member of our Indiana
Conference who began this mission work just four and a half years ago. Already that ministry has grown into
several communities, helping provide health, nutrition and education for some of the poorest people in
Guatemala. Our team visited ministry sites, worked hard on a couple of projects and learned from the passion,
creativity and energy of Mission Guatemala. Truly Mission Guatemala is helping to transform the world in the
name of Christ.
During one of our daily devotional times on our trip, Jennifer Gallagher, our conference treasurer, observed:
"We need to be Mission Indiana when we get home." We all agreed. We are not sure what all that means, but
we sense this is our role as conference servant leaders:
• We need to see Indiana as a mission field, even to realize that Indiana is a land that is underdeveloped
spiritually, as much as Guatemala is an underdeveloped country.
• We want to help every appointed pastor to see his/her appointment as an assignment to a community and not
just to a church.
• We hope that every congregation will see itself as a mission station to serve others, and not as a religious club
where the members expect to be pampered.
• We are ready, as the Extended Cabinet, to lead the way, to model a new sense of being on a mission for God
and to seek nothing less than a transformed Indiana.
Our mission remains the same: "to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world." That
mission begins with each of us, and it extends to Mission Indiana.
"Imagine Indiana" helped us to form a new Conference over the past five years, and so "Mission Indiana" may be
the next logical step. Indeed our Annual Conference sessions the past two years have already focused upon the
themes "Be a World Changer" and "The Outwardly-Focused Church." Our theme this year will be "Sharing Our
Story." Many churches and many of our pastors and people have already caught this vision of being a church
on a mission, making disciples and transforming the world.
Maybe it is time to release those who don't want to be part of a mission movement – allowing them to go in
peace. Maybe it is time to close any church which is not making disciples or reaching its community – and use
those assets to start new ministries. Maybe it is time for us to help any pastor who is not "all-in for our mission"
to leave with dignity and with support to find another career. Maybe it is time to get serious about our mission
and to become Mission Indiana.
I invite you to think and pray about this, to consider whether or not you are "in," and to discuss this in your
congregation, cluster, and clergy covenant group. Are you ready to be a part of Mission Indiana?

~ ~ ~ Church Bulletin Bloopers ~ ~ ~
~ The concert held in Fellowship Hall was a great success. Special thanks are due to the minister’s
daughter, who labored the whole evening at the piano, which as usual fell upon her.
~ Applications are now being accepted for 2 year-old nursery workers.
~ A worm welcome to all who have come today.
~ Barbara remains in the hospital and needs blood donors for more transfusions. She is also having
trouble sleeping and requests tapes of Pastor Nelson’s sermons.
~ Don’t let worry kill you off – let the church help.
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Committee Reports
Faith Circle Update - Our February Faith Circle meeting has been moved up to February 7. Mindi Herstad will be
hosting at her home and will guide us through a craft activity with beads. Please plan to attend and take home your own
beautiful bead craft creation. All ladies are welcome and encouraged to attend and join the fun fellowship.
Education Committee Update - Hello everyone. I would just like to say I hope everyone is getting through this
winter weather ok. It has been a pretty busy winter so far and hopefully the weather will get better. The Education Team
met on January 17, and we are so excited to announce upcoming events. In May we are planning a "Leapers Point
LOCK IN". This activity will be for all family members with activities, pizza, games and of course a sleep over! We also
discussed taking the older kids to Pokagon State Park to toboggan. This summer we have some activities in the works
and will announce them at a later date. I would just like to personally thank everyone who was able to attend and who
participated. I think we have an AWESOME Team and I am looking forward to the year to come! Our next meeting is
scheduled for March 15. It is a Sunday after church and I would like to work with our entire team so hopefully everyone
can attend. Please look at your schedules and let me know if you are available to teach any of the classes. We have
everything ready to go for anyone who steps up and teaches. All of the supplies will be on the tables ready for ya!!! Have
a great JANUARY!!!
The Education Team

♡

God’s Joyful Love ♡

The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save, He will
Rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee with
Singing. ~ Zephaniah 3:17

Thoughts from the past by Mary Etta Blessing
The Big Move – A Mystery!
When Doug & I first joined the Uniondale Methodist
Church, coming from Bluffton Methodist, we were
surprised to find the center section of pews empty!
Everyone had their “special” seat on the sides.
I thought if anyone came to visit us, that would certainly
not look very inviting to them – an empty middle!
I mentioned it to several people, but no one moved!
Then one Sunday I walked in and found everyone had
moved – to the middle! No more “great divide”!

The above artwork was done by Opal Gilbert who
was a faithful member of U.U.M.C. for many years
but now resides at Christian Care. She has been an
artist for many years and as you can see is still very
talented even into her nineties.

I never found out who accomplished the “big move” but I
thought perhaps it was Bob Legge for everyone respected
him.
If you can solve this old mystery – inform Sue Chaney so
she can put it in our newsletter and the mystery will be
solved!

Thank you so much for sharing with us Opal.
We miss you and wish you well.
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"I Serve Three Conferences"

by Bishop Mike

Since helping our former North and South Indiana Conferences to come together and become the new Indiana
Conference, I have thought of myself as blessed to be serving only one Conference or collection of over 1,100
congregations. That is a good thing, including the streamlining and cost savings and reduction in duplication we have
achieved as a new Conference. Our working together is a blessing, and it has strengthened our voice in Indiana.
Recently, however, I have realized that I am serving and trying to lead three different "conferences" in terms of the three
very different sets of congregations in Indiana. I am not talking about church size - these divisions cross all sizes of
churches. I am also not talking about our theological differences – I am less and less convinced that our differences in
theology make much difference in the way we do actual ministry. No, I am talking about the differences between church
FOCUS, between our being inward-focused or being outward-focused in ministry to others. The former focus upon
ourselves leads to attitudes of selfishness and negativity, while the latter focus (outward focus) leads to attitudes of hope
and encouragement.
Here are the three "conferences" we have in Indiana, as indicated by a statistical study of our churches along with our
experiences in those churches:
30% of our churches are vital, growing, outward-focused, and helping people grow both in discipleship and in service to
others.
30% of our churches are stressed or dying statistically (both large and small churches) and their steep decline reflects
their complete inward-focus in terms of how they use their money, make decisions by personal preference and focus
upon their buildings/money/or theological "purity."
40% of our churches are stagnant, declining slowly, wanting to grow but reluctant to change. When these churches get
involved in things like Fruitful Congregation Journey, they typically start growing or become more conflicted – over the
CHANGE OF FOCUS required.
Serving and leading these three different sets of churches is not easy for me, the District Superintendents, or the
Conference staff (especially our Church Development staff). Why? Because those churches want different things:
The 30% vital churches say, "Leave me alone. Don't weigh me down with institutional expectations, but do invite me to
collaborate with other vital churches or to mentor those who are ready to change."
The 30% dying churches say, "Help me! Help me survive! But don't expect anything from me."
The large 40% group of stagnant churches say, "We are not satisfied with our situation, but doing more of the same is
not helping. Can you help us grow without changing too much?"
Of course many of the churches in the last two categories say, "If you will just send us the right pastor, then we will be
fine." Most of our vital churches say, "Don't you dare think about asking our pastor to move and help another church."
Meanwhile most of our pastors say, "If you will just send me to a vital church, then I will show you what a great pastor I
can be."
It is not easy trying to serve and lead these three very different sets of congregations. And it is not easy to appoint
pastors so that everyone gets what they want (or what they think they want).
My biggest hope for 2015 is that more of those 40% stagnant churches will become outwardly focused and find life,
energy and spiritual power to be vital. My other biggest hope is that our clergy can be faithful leaders who do more than
just take care of their members – I hope that they will lead their congregations to change their focus and attitude toward
the Gospel-style of reaching out to others with faith, hope and love in such a powerful way we will make disciples and
transform the world.
I serve three different "conferences" today in Indiana. Knowing that helps me to know where to expend my energy,
resources, personnel and leadership. If churches want to decline and die, then my job is to help them die with dignity
and to leave a legacy of ministry for others to do. If churches want to change from their stagnant current situation, then I
am willing to expend our conference resources to help them. If our most vital congregations can see a bigger vision than
themselves and want to help other churches, then I sure can use their help. Some days I feel like an ER doctor doing
triage and determining where our limited time, energy, resources and personnel can make a difference. That's what it is
like to serve three different "conferences" or collections of congregations.
My 2015 hope and resolution: to serve and lead all three of these "conferences" well, but I realize that treating everyone
"fairly" does not mean treating everyone to same. So my on-going hope and resolution (ever since the day I was elected
a bishop) is for the Godly wisdom to discern where and how and when to use my leadership.
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Children’s Page

Some Valentine Jokes

♡ What did the caveman give his wife on
Valentine's Day?
Ughs and kisses!

♡ What did the stamp say to the envelope
on Valentine's Day?
I'm stuck on you!

♡ What do you call a very small Valentine?
A Valentiny!

♡ What did the boy squirrel say to the girl
squirrel on Valentine's Day?
I'm nuts about you!

♡ What did the girl squirrel say to the boy
squirrel on Valentine's Day?
You're nuts so bad yourself!

Can you help the two lovebugs find each other
in this cute Valentine puzzle?
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